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Late Edition 


Today, intermittent snow, a coating 
to an inch, very cold, high 27. To- 
night, breezy, cold, low 16. Tomor- 
row, mostly sunny, brisk, colder, 
high 21. Weather map, Page C8. 
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The five-story building in the Belmont section of the Bronx where an intense fire raced up from a first-floor kitchen, killing 12 people. 


U.S. May Deny 
Millions in Aid 
For Pakistanis 


This article is by Adam Goldman, 
Mark Landler and Eric Schmitt. 


WASHINGTON — When Paki- 
stani forces freed a Canadian- 
American family this fall held cap- 
tive by militants, they also cap- 
tured one of the abductors. United 
States officials saw a potential 
windfall: He was a member of the 
Taliban-linked Haqqani network 
who could perhaps provide valu- 
able information about at least 
one other American hostage. 

The Americans demanded ac- 
cess to the man, but Pakistani offi- 
cials rejected those requests, the 
latest disagreement in the in- 
creasingly dysfunctional relation- 
ship between the countries. Now, 
the Trump administration is 
strongly considering whether to 
withhold $255 million in aid that it 
had delayed sending to Islam- 
abad, according to American offi- 
cials, as a show of dissatisfaction 
with Pakistan’s broader intransi- 
gence toward confronting the ter- 
rorist networks that operate 
there. 

The administration’s internal 
debate over whether to deny Paki- 
stan the money is a test of whether 
President Trump will deliver on 
his threat to punish Islamabad for 
failing to cooperate on counterter- 
rorism operations. Relations be- 
tween the United States and Paki- 
stan, long vital for both, have 
chilled steadily since the presi- 
dent declared over the summer 
that Pakistan “gives safe haven to 
agents of chaos, violence and ter- 
ror.” 

The United States, which has 
provided Pakistan more than $33 
billion in aid since 2002, said in Au- 
gust that it was withholding the 
$255 million until Pakistan did 
more to crack down on internal 
terrorist groups. Senior adminis- 
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She Reported It. And Her Country Ignored Her. 


By MOTOKO RICH 


TOKYO — It was a spring Fri- 
day night when one of Japan’s 
best-known television journalists 
invited Shiori Ito out for a drink. 
Her internship at a news service 
in Tokyo was ending, and she had 
inquired about another internship 
with his network. 

They met at a bar in central To- 
kyo for grilled chicken and beer, 
then went to dinner. The last thing 
she remembers, she later told the 
police, was feeling dizzy and ex- 
cusing herself to go to the rest- 
room, where she passed out. 

By the end of the night, she al- 
leged, he had taken her back to his 
hotel room and raped her while 
she was unconscious. 

The journalist, Noriyuki Yam- 


Getting Past Japan’s 
Institutional Silence 
on Sexual Assault 


aguchi, the Washington bureau 
chief of the Tokyo Broadcasting 
System at the time and a biogra- 
pher of Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, denied the charge and, after 
a two-month investigation, pros- 
ecutors dropped the case. 

Then Ms. Ito decided to do 
something women in Japan al- 
most never do: She spoke out. 

In a news conference in May 
and a book published in October, 
she said the police had obtained 
hotel security camera footage that 


appeared to show Mr. Yamaguchi 
propping her up, unconscious, as 
they walked through the hotel 
lobby. The police also located and 
interviewed their taxi driver, who 
confirmed that she had passed 
out. Investigators told her they 
were going to arrest Mr. Yam- 
aguchi, she said — but then sud- 
denly backed off. 

Elsewhere, her allegations 
might have caused an uproar. But 
here in Japan, they attracted only 
a smattering of attention. 

As the United States reckons 
with an outpouring of sexual mis- 
conduct cases that have shaken 
Capitol Hill, Hollywood, Silicon 
Valley and the news media, Ms. 
Ito’s story is a stark example of 
how sexual assault remains a sub- 
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Plight of the Rohingya 


TOMAS MUNITA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES 


How 650,000 refugees fled Myanmar. Above, a camp in Bangladesh in September. Pages A1l-13. 


In Year's Final Days, Swarmed Retailers Savor New ‘13th Month 


By TIFFANY HSU 


Gina Mezzacappa avoided the 
mall for her holiday shopping, but 
an ill-fitting pair of Michael Kors 
boots brought her back this week. 

The shoes, a gift for her daugh- 
ter, had come from Macy’s web- 
site, but Ms. Mezzacappa visited 
the Galleria at White Plains to re- 


turn them in person. 

By the time she got her $50 
back, she had spent $300 on other 
items. 

Christmas is over, but holiday 
shopping is still in full swing. 

The final stretch of December, 
traditionally a slow period used by 
retailers to purge outdated inven- 
tory, is generating so much traffic 
and sales that some chains are 


calling it the 13th Month or the 
Second Season. It is a recognition 
of the swarms of consumers who 
are flooding back into shops and 
websites on a rising tide of re- 
turns, exchanges and gift cards. 
The day after Christmas was 
most likely the fourth-busiest 
shopping day of the season this 
year, behind Black Friday and the 
two Saturdays before the holiday, 


according to Shoppertrak. The 
Saturday after Christmas is ex- 
pected to be the ninth-busiest day. 

Five years ago, only 5 percent of 
consumers planned to shop after 
Christmas, according to a Deloitte 
survey. This year, nearly 40 per- 
cent will. 

Retailers, as they do every year, 


Continued on Page Al7 
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Open Door Fanned Inferno 
That Killed 12 in the Bronx 


Soldier Died Trying 


to Save One More 


This article is by Elizabeth A. Har- 
ris, Ashley Southall and Vivian 
Wang. 


Emmanuel Mensah was a hand- 
some, strongly built young man in 
his late 20s who immigrated to the 
Bronx from Ghana five years ago. 
He joined the Army National 
Guard but returned to his apart- 
ment on Prospect Avenue in De- 
cember, after graduating from 
boot camp with the rank of private 
first class. 

And on Thursday night, he lost 
his life trying to save people from 
his furiously burning apartment 
building, one of 12 people to die in 
the blaze. 

“He brought four people out,” 
said his uncle, Twum Bredu, who 
lives next door. “When he went to 
bring a fifth person out, the fire 
caught up with him.” 

Private Mensah was found in 
Apartment 15, his uncle said, but 
he lived in Apartment ll, with a 
friend of his father’s who was at 
home with his wife and four chil- 
dren. 

Private Mensah, a decorated 
soldier who had been awarded a 
medal for marksmanship and was 
planning to join the military po- 
lice, got that family to safety, then 
pulled out four more people, his 
uncle said, before returning to the 
building. 

He never emerged; the authori- 
ties said he died of smoke inhala- 
tion. 

The fire cut a deadly path 
through the building, with four 
children among the victims. 

Maria Batiz was at home with 
her 8-month-old granddaughter 
when the fire swept up the stairs. 
Maris Orellana, who works at the 
Bronx Zoo Deli down the street, 
said Ms. Batiz was a regular 
customer and that this was her 
first grandchild. 

On a GoFundMe page asking 
for support, Ms. Batiz’s daughter, 
Christine Batiz, said that while 
she was at work her mother 
watched the girl, a tiny child with 
big brown eyes. On Thursday 
night, she frantically called her 
daughter. 

“She told me there was a fire in 
the building and she was trapped,” 
Christine Batiz wrote. “I never 


Continued on Page A20 


HISTORY REPEATS A Bronx house 
where 10 died in 2007 was rebuilt, 
but pain endures. PAGE A21 


ICY CHALLENGES Frigid tem- 
peratures can make fighting fires 
especially difficult. PAGE A21 


Lethal Path: Stove to 
Hall to Stairs 


This article is by Benjamin Muel- 
ler, Liz Robbins and Annie Correal. 


The 3-year-old boy in the 
kitchen screamed. His mother ran 
in from the bathroom. He had 
been playing with the knobs of the 
stove again. With flames jumping 
through the kitchen, she scooped 
up the boy and a 2-year-old child 
and ran into the cold. She left her 
first-floor apartment door ajar be- 
hind her. 

The fire flashed out into the 
hallway of the five-story building 
in the Bronx on Thursday night. 
The stairwell became in effect a 
chimney. The fire climbed up, up, 
up, seeking air. Confronted with a 
hallway inferno, residents up- 
stairs retreated and threw open 
their windows, giving the fire 
more oxygen, before they 
crowded onto fire escapes, 
screaming in several languages. 

Others, along the side and back 
of the building, where the fire be- 
gan, could not even get to their fire 
escape. 


When all the dead were 


counted, there were 12, making 
the fire at 2363 Prospect Avenue 


Karen Stewart-Francis, top 
right, her two young daughters 
and a 19-year-old niece died. 


in the Belmont neighborhood New 
York City’s deadliest in 27 years. 
Four other people were critically 
injured, “fighting for their lives 
right now,” Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said on Friday. 

The fire broke out on the coldest 
night of the year, and the first fire- 
fighters to the scene could not get 
water from the hydrant in front of 
the burning building. It was 
frozen. 

Within moments the firefight- 
ers connected to a working hy- 
drant down the block, but the 
building was already a tenement 


Continued on Page A20 


Plan for Toronto City of Future 
Raises Concerns Out of ‘1984’ 


By IAN AUSTEN 


TORONTO — For a city striv- 
ing to become a major technology 
center, it was a prize catch: A 
Google corporate sibling would 
spend the coming year planning a 
futuristic metropolis in a derelict 
part of Toronto’s waterfront. 

When announcing this fall that 
the company, Sidewalk Labs, 
would create a city of tomorrow, 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of 
Canada promised the project 
would create “technologies that 
will help us build smarter, greener, 
more inclusive” communities. 
Even the nasty weather off Lake 
Ontario would be tamed, the de- 
veloper pledged. 

But tempering the excitement 
of some Toronto residents are con- 
cerns that are perhaps inevitable 
when it comes to a company re- 
nowned for collecting and analyz- 
ing data. 

Quayside, as the project is 
known, will be laden with sensors 


and cameras tracking everyone 
who lives, works or merely passes 
through the area. In what Side- 
walk calls a marriage of technol- 
ogy and urbanism, the resulting 
mass of data will be used to fur- 
ther shape and refine the new city. 
Lifting a term from its online sib- 
ling, the company calls the Toron- 
to project “a platform.” 

But extending the surveillance 
powers of one of the world’s larg- 
est technology companies from 
the virtual world to the real one 
raises privacy concerns for many 
residents. Others caution that, 
when it comes to cities, data-driv- 
en decision-making can be mis- 
guided and undemocratic. 

“There’s an enormous amount 
of interest and also quite a bit of 
concern,” said Shauna Brail, the 
director of the University of To- 
ronto’s urban studies program. “It 
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mistakes with the Wii U. 


Rekindling Nintendo's Magic 
The Switch gaming console has ignited 
a sudden turnaround at the company, 
which identified and learned from its 
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the area. 


SPORTSSATURDAY D1-5 


Playing On After a Disaster 
Officials and residents of Fukushima, 
Japan, hope sports teams and the 2020 
Olympics change how the world sees 
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Drones Steal Air Show in China 


China’s passion for unmanned flying 
machines runs deep, and drones up- 
staged jets and hot-air balloons at a 
show in Wuhan last month. PAGE A4 


Rallies in Iran Over Economy 
With youth unemployment surpassing 
40 percent and sanctions taking a toll, 
protests spread to Tehran. PAGE A6 


Using Tax Cuts for Kindness 

If you can, consider giving raises, mak- 
ing hires, spending locally and support- 
ing charities, Ron Lieber writes. PAGE Bl 
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A Quieter Inauguration 

Expect a muted second swearing-in for 
Mayor Bill de Blasio after some rela- 
tionships turned frosty. PAGE Al8 


Las Vegas Gears Up for Crowd 
Three months after a mass shooting, 
Las Vegas has fortified the Strip for 
New Year’s revelers. PAGE A15 


OBITUARIES D6-8 
Novelist on the A B C’s of Crime 


Sue Grafton, writer of an alphabetically 
titled detective series, was 77. PAGE D8 
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Our Favorite Photographs 
Another look at some of the images that 
capture the power of the artists and 
performers we cover — and offer plenty 
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of beauty on their own. PAGE C4 
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